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Yellow is the colour of sunshine 
One of our members, Sharon Calvert, sent me a photo of her 
beautiful prolific laburnum (sometimes called golden chain 
or golden rain) all aglow in her garden. Laburnum is a genus 
of two species of small trees in the subfamily Faboideae of 
the pea family. 

All parts of this plant are poisonous, although mortality is 
very rare. 

I asked for photos of yellow flowers/plants blooming in 
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Mark your calendars 

✦ Monday, June 20~National 
Heritage Guided Walk 
through VanDusen Botanical 
Garden, join a tour with 
Geronimo Alec (member of 
the Wet’su’wet’en Nation) to 
learn about relationship 
between Indigenous Peoples 
and plants. Free! To register 
vandusengarden.org 

✦ Wednesday, June 22 ~ 
Richmond Garden Club 
Guest speaker, Lucretia 
Schanfarber “Growing Your 
Own Superfood” via Zoom, 
7pm. 

✦ Saturday, June 25 ~ 
Richmond Garden Club 65th 
Birthday Party, Paulik Park., 
1pm to 3pm ~Asian choir, 
Richmond “plein air” artists, 
City officials, key supporters 
and partners, RGC members, 
Paulik Park volunteers. Join 
in on the fun! 

RICHMOND GARDEN CLUB 
Yellow flowers | Happy 65 birthday celebration! | RGC Open House

Sharon Calvert
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gardens now. We have a very generous group so received 
gorgeous photos, some of which will be featured in our 
newsletter this month.  

The month of June is looking to continue with wet and cool 
conditions as we are still dealing withLa Niña — an oceanic 
and atmospheric phenomenon that is the colder counterpart 
of El Niño. 

I thought browsing through warm, sunny colours of yellow as 
you read this month’s missive will help boost your spirits. 
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Garden jobs for June 

Besides an over abundance of 
weeds and tall grass, here are 
some chores for June: 

• Pinch out side shoots on 
tomatoes 

• Harvest lettuce, radish, other 
salad plants, and early 
potatoes 

• Hoe borders regularly to keep 
down weeds 

• Stake tall or floppy plants 

• Prune many spring-flowering 
shrubs (forsythia, lilac, camellia, 
kerria japonica) 

• Mow lawns at least once per 
week on high setting 

• Clip evergreen hedges such as 
buxus (boxwood) and lonicera 
nitida (box honeysuckle) 

• If the weather becomes too 
hot, it is not a good time to 
plant containerized trees and 
shrubs. Best to wait until 
autumn 

Liz Newcombe

Lisa Delarue-Riffel
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Weeding in a wet garden ~ Thora Gislason, RGC member 
With all of the rain we have endured this spring we need to understand how to tackle weeding in a 
densely planted area, and how to garden in wet conditions in 
a way that causes minimal damage to the soil. 

We need to be very careful working in rainy conditions when 
the soil is very wet. Wet soil is more easily compacted than dry 
soil, and this can cause various problems in the garden. When 
soil is compacted, the particles become pressed together, 
causing problems with drainage and aeration, and forcing 
roots to work harder to penetrate the compacted layer. It may 
surprise you to know that only about half of healthy soil is 
made up of mineral particles (sand, silt, clay) and organic 
matter. The rest is pore space, which facilitates the movement 
of air, water, beneficial microorganisms, and earthworms. 
Therefore, when working in wet conditions, tread lightly in the 
garden. Try to work close to the edge and wait for conditions 
to dry before stepping into the garden. Actually we did put 
one foot in the garden in our quest to remove buttercup but it 
was obvious that we shouldn’t be! Next time we will try 
placing a board on the ground to distribute our weight. 

In an area that has not been weeded for a while, it's a good 
idea to walk around and get a sense of what the weeds are, where they are most prevalent, and if 
there are any plants that have been completely infiltrated by them. These may have to be pulled 
up in order to remove the weeds completely from the root system. Creeping buttercup is rampant 
in many gardens right now. Sometimes it is difficult identifying it in densely planted areas. The leaf 
resembles the hardy geranium leaf in particular. The lesson is: don't pull up a weed unless you're 
very sure what it is. To identify a weed, look closely at the leaves — their shape, arrangement, 
colour, and texture. How many lobes does the leaf have? Does it have a heavily serrated edge? 
Turn it over to see how it connects to the stem. Once the leaf is imprinted in your mind you'll be 
able to identify it with confidence. It's also helpful 
to be able to identify the various trees in the 
garden, as many of them produce seedlings that 
need to be removed before they take serious 
root. For example, mountain ash and maple tree 
seedlings are springing up in areas we don’t 
need them. These little seedlings need to be 
"nipped in the bud.” 
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Weeding in Paulik Park

Creeping buttercup~ Vidyut Aklujkar
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Effec%ve weeding tools 

Nobody said that gardening is easy. With all of the rain and extremely wet conditions, weeds are 
winning the battle right now. Many people would like to find a quick and easy solution to get rid of 
weeds.  

Weeds need to be controlled which requires consistent effort to remove. With the right tools and a 
bit of time on your hands, this is a great time to remove buttercup, bindweed, horsetail, ground 
elder and other aggressive plants choking out your favourite plants. 

Check out our video (click on the link) we created last year showing all the tips and tricks with 
weeding effectively. Thank you Kathy Miao for her great filming ability! 
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Angela Lendrum, Calgary ~ yellow tulip 

Richmond Garden Club Annual Plant Sale Profit! 
A huge thank-you to Karen Hakansson, Jennifer Morgan and Kate 
Herring for such a successful outcome of our recent plant sale.  

Our net profit from the sale was $2,910! We cleared $550 on 
hanging basket sales. The plant sale team introduced a new option 
for our customers — paying by credit card right on site. Very few 
people carry cash anymore so this was a huge benefit for our 
customers and they also bought more plants.  

👏  👏  👏  👏  
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Hear ye! Hear ye! In-person meetings returning! 
We have had quite a few discussions with Richmond Cultural Centre staff about getting back into 
our regular meeting schedule in the Performance Hall. There were no available dates until 
September, October, and November (plenty of people jumping at the gun to get together again). 
AND we have been unable to secure the fourth Wednesday in those three months. 

We have secured the following dates (the third Wednesday of each month) for 2022. We do not 
meet in December. (Note: the building closes at 9:00pm, so all room rentals have to be emptied 
out by 8:45pm.) 

We are still in discussions with Richmond Cultural Centre staff to try to secure our regular meeting 
date of the fourth Wednesday each month (no meetings July, August, and December) for 2023. 

Guest speakers for September, October, and November 
We have already secured speakers for September. We have booked them to present their topic via 
Zoom so will continue with that schedule — which means we get to meet twice in September. 
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Mark your calendars: 

✦ Wednesday, September 21, 6:00pm - 8:45pm 

✦ Wednesday, October 19, 6:00pm - 8:45pm 

✦ Wednesday, November 16, 6:00pm - 8:45pm

Guest speaker via Zoom: 

✦ Wednesday, September 28, BC Bee Supply - 
Pollinators and beekeeping 
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Pruning rhododendrons 
Although there is often little need for pruning 
rhododendrons, especially in naturalized settings, these 
shrubs do respond well to occasional trimming. In fact, 
excessive growth may require heavy pruning. Trimming 
rhododendrons is usually done for maintenance, 
shaping, and rejuvenation. 

The most common type of pruning is for maintenance. 
It simply involves the removal of spent flowers and old, 
dead wood.  

It is important to remove the flower stems after 
blooming as leaving them on the shrub can reduce the 
following year’s flowering.  

Remove dead or diseased parts of the shrub, following 
the branch back to healthy wood and make your cut at 
that point. 
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Pat Lindberg

mailto:richmondgardenclub@gmail.com


RGC June 2022 Newsletter June 9, 2022

City of Richmond Community Services Grant 
We were so pleased to find out that we had been awarded a $2000 Community Services grant 
from the City. In order to engage the community in all of our activities and work to beautify the 
City, we recently held an Open House inviting folks to visit our four major projects — Steveston 
Village boardwalk containers for Steveston Harbour Authority, Richmond Cultural Centre rooftop 
garden, Paulik Park perennial garden beds and our new addition, Richmond Hospital Auxiliary 
Thrift Store garden. Despite rainy conditions, we enjoyed a good turnout with almost 140 people 
visiting the locations. For more photos of the day visit https//www.richmondgardenclub.ca  

Some of the comments from our visitors included: 

✦ “We always love your work” ~ Steveston Village boardwalk containers 

✦ “We are really enjoying the thrift store garden” ~ Richmond Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Store garden 

✦ “Nice to try planting fresh vegetables” ~ Rooftop garden (planting seed potatoes) 

✦ “Gorgeous. Keep the native species” ~ Paulik Park 
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Thrift Store garden crew Paulik Park crew

Rooftop garden crew
Steveston boardwalk crew
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Grower’s Delight is now a member of COTA, Canada Organic Trade Association. 
Check us out: https://organicdirtsupplements.ca/. Use code BCCG12 for special discounts. 

What does organic mean? 

Organic production is a system of farming that replenishes and maintains soil fertility without the 
use of toxic and persistent synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. It encourages practices that increase 
biodiversity and reduce negative environmental impacts, while also supporting animal health and 
welfare. 

The Canadian Organic Standards prohibit: 

✖ hydroponics  (because organic farming practices in Canada promote soil improvement) 

✖ synthetic fertilizers and toxic, synthetic pesticides; 

✖ genetic engineering (GMOs) in seed, feed, and ingredients; 

✖ artificial colours, flavours, and preservatives; 

✖ growth hormones, routine use of antibiotics, and animal cloning; 

✖ irradiation; 

Contact us: richmondgardenclub@gmail.com 9

• General row gardens
• Repotting plants
• Trees & shrubs
• Lawn maintenance & care

Perfect for:

Granular Soil Activator
NEW ORGANIC HOUSE BLEND 4-2-2 with HUMIC

Made in Canada 
For more information:
info@organicdirtsupplements.ca
or visit our website

www.organicdirtsupplements.ca

 Enriched with Calcium, Humic Acid, Nitrogen, Soluble Potash

Growers Delight
Growers Delight is a soil 
activator enriched with 
organically sourced materials. 
Along with NPK plus CA, also 
includes many other trace 
elements. Improves soil 
structure and activates the
soil’s fertility naturally.

OMRI Certi!ed Organic

mailto:richmondgardenclub@gmail.com
https://organicdirtsupplements.ca/
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✖ sewage sludge 

Even more important than what organic agriculture doesn’t do is what it does do. Organic farmers 
cultivate their soil’s fertility, produce healthy food, and support animal welfare. 

Some fun facts: 🤓  

$184.00 on average, Canadians spend  weekly on organic groceries. 

 23% of Canadians are buying more organic than a year ago. 

4 million certified acres in Canada, 17% increase since 2019. 

854,000 new acres have been converted in the last 3 years. 

BC #5, has 567 organic producers vs Quebec #1 with 2581. 

With the price of goods everywhere on the rise there has never been a better time to start 
growing your own healthy organic fruits and vegetables or create your own beautiful flower 
gardens! With Growers Delight Soil Activator we can make that dream a reality. https://
organicdirtsupplements.ca/ ~ Dwight Young 

Growing giant, tasty radishes! 
Joyce and John Novick aren’t sure if climate change had anything to do with the success of their 
radishes this spring. The seeds were started indoors, then moved to a planter and finally into the 
ground. Usually when radishes are this large, they lose taste and can be woody. 

The Novick’s claim their radishes are tasty and juicy! 
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