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President’s message
What a treat it was to be back in front of people showing how important it is to grow a garden!
Saturday, May 7, our first plant sale in a couple of years was held in the parking lot of IKEA
Richmond. IKEA’s Maria Valley arranged a wonderful spot for us to spread our home grown
plants, hanging baskets and annual plants from Bob’s Garden and garden
treasures, lightly used tools, pots and other goodies. Thank you so much
IKEA Richmond and Maria Valley for your support. Thank also to the folks at
Bob’s Garden, 6440 No. 6 Road. Please continue to support both of these
local businesses whenever possible.

“Alone we can do so
little, together we can do
so much.”
~Helen Keller
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South Arm United Church parking lot has always been the
location for our plant sale but could not accommodate us this
year because of work going on in their parking lot. They kindly
donated 25 tables for our plant sale. Our Richmond Garden
Club hero, Pat Walach, picked up these tables and delivered
them to our sale location. We thank both South Arm United
Church and Pat Walach for their generosity. We made a

Mark your calendars!
‣ Wednesday, May 18,
6:30pm to 8pm,
VanDusen Botanical
Gardens - Invasive

donation of $100 to the church to thank them.

Plants: How to Spot

We must extend a huge thank you to the plant sale team —

www.vandusengarden.org

Karen Hakannson, Kate Herring and Jennifer Morgan. We
received so many compliments from volunteers and customers
how well organized the event was before, during and after!

Membership contest
We announced a membership contest in our March 2022
newsletter. To date, we have had fifteen new members join us!
Welcome David England, Heather Middlemass, Fiona Czeschel,
Lisa Colby, Kerry Davie, Cheryl and Tom Garner, Thora Gislason,
Cosette Lai and family, Randy and Claire MacMorran, Brenda

Alien Invaders
‣ Saturday, May 21,
10am to 12pm,
Bloedel Conservatory
- Bird Feathers and
Nests at Bloedel
Conservatory. No
registration required.
‣ Monday, May 23,
Victoria Day

Reynolds, Carol Schoenfeld, Penelope Dunn, and Eunice Wong.

‣ Wednesday, May 25,

I have been recording how these folks joined us. I am winning! I

monthly meeting.

have brought the most members in so far. Jill Wright is running a
close second behind me followed by Gary Lake.
So to get your name into a draw to win some great prizes, refer a
friend to join the Richmond Garden Club. Once they have paid
membership, your name will be entered into a draw. Draw date:
May 31, 2022.
Send your referrals to richmondgardenclub@gmail.com.

7pm to 9pm, RGC
Guest speaker, Jane
Squier joins us via
Zoom from Salt Spring
Island to talk to us
about Growing
Subtropical Fruit Trees
in Urban Gardens

2022 Parks, Recreation and Community Events
Grant
We recently were awarded a $2000 grant from the City of
Richmond.
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Our plan with the grant is to showcase Richmond Garden Clubs signature projects to the
community—Richmond Garden Club Open House. We have chosen the date Sunday, June 5.
Our signature projects include maintenance of over 30 perennial gardens in Paulik Park, a small
urban garden on the rooftop of the Richmond Cultural Centre, a dozen seasonal containers on the
Steveston boardwalk for Steveston Harbour Authority and a new project at Richmond Hospital
Auxiliary Thrift Store’s gardens.
The open house will invite residents of Richmond to see the work we are doing to beautify the City
of Richmond, attract pollinators, introduce native plantings, raise fruit tress, shrubs and vegetables
in a small space. We also will host demonstrations at each location to educate our community on
best practices in gardening — proper pruning techniques, creating healthy soil, water and sun
requirements, small space gardening and invasive species.
Timing and more details of this event will be provided soon. Stay tuned!

Blooming now in Paulik Park
We have fallen in love with this beautiful plant blooming
now in Paulik Park — Pachyphragma macrophyllum.
Surprisingly, this plant does not have a common name.
Pachyphragma is in the brassicaceae or mustard family
and is native to Turkey and Iran. The flowers have four
petals arranged to form a cross with six stamens, two that
are shorter and longer. Glossy green basal leaves are
rounded and scalloped, followed by small green fruits
that resemble upside-down hearts.
This plant is a perfect ground cover in a woodland
setting and is not commonly found in gardens. Another
great feature of this plant is that it is heat-tolerant which is
a good choice with our recent changes to our climate.
The challenge with this plant is trying to find it in a local
nursery. If anyone comes across Pachyphragma let us
know!
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Horticultural myths ~ The Garden Professor’s Blog
Dr Linda Chalker-Scott was our guest speaker last month. She referred us to The Garden
Professor’s Blog that she contributes all kinds of very interesting beliefs (some are myths) we have
been fed over the years.
She spoke about her favourite topic — arborist’s wood chips. She is a firm believer in using
arborist’s wood chips as mulch. Wood chips are known to be slow decomposers and were found
to be one of the best performers for retaining moisture, temperature moderation, weed control
and sustainability.
For more information about arborist’s wood chips visit The Garden Professor’s Blog, https://
s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/403/2015/03/wood-chips.pdf.
To read more about Linda Chalker-Scott’s horticultural myths, visit Washington State University’s
site: https://puyallup.wsu.edu/lcs/.

4

Chelsea Chop!
The Chelsea chop usually occurs at the end of May, coinciding with the Royal Horticultural Chelsea
Flower Show. It is a pruning method by which you limit the size and control the flowering season
of many herbaceous plants.
It is most suitable for late-flowering perennials such as Anthemis tinctoria (golden marguerite),
Echinacea purpurea, Helenium, Phlox paniculata, sedum (upright, strong-growing forms such as
‘Herbstfreude’) and Solidago (goldenrod).
The closer to flowering time you prune, the greater the delay in flowering. Some herbaceous
perennials can be cut down as much as half with very positive results. We will be performing the
Chelsea chop on some of the late-flowering perennials in Paulik Park.
The benefits include limiting the size of plants so that they are not so tall and leggy. The plants
need less staking. The flowers are smaller but more plentiful.

How to carry out the Chelsea chop:
1. Clumps of perennials can be cut back by one-third to one half using shears or secateurs. This
will delay the flowering until later in the summer and keep plants shorter,. more compact, and
manageable.
2. If you have several clumps of one plant, try cutting back a few and leave others alone, which will
prolong the overall flowering time.
3. Another method is to cut half the stems back at the front of the clump which will extend the
flowering season rather than delay it.
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wers Delight
o
r
G Granular Soil Activator
NEW ORGANIC HOUSE BLEND 4-2-2 with HUMIC

Growers Delight is a soil
activator enriched with
organically sourced materials.
Along with NPK plus CA, also
includes many other trace
elements. Improves soil
structure and activates the
soil’s fertility naturally.

OMRI Certified Organic

Enriched with Calcium, Humic Acid, Nitrogen, Soluble Potash

Made in Canada
For more information:
info@organicdirtsupplements.ca
or visit our website

Perfect for:
• General row gardens
• Repotting plants
• Trees & shrubs
• Lawn maintenance & care

www.organicdirtsupplements.ca

Our advertiser, Grower’s Delight has finally succeeded in getting OMRI certified. OMRI Canada is
an organization that researches products to ensure they meet the ‘organic’ requirements.
Congratulations to Dwight Young for his long awaited certification. For more information contact
Dwight at info@organicdirtsupplements.ca. (Photo: repeat customer with her lily growing success.)

KPU Foundation, Richmond Garden Club Award
This year we were pleased to donate $1000 to the KPU Foundation’s Richmond Garden Club
award. Our award is very much appreciated in assisting students in the horticultural field with their
financial burdens. Our award also provides encouragement to these students and is great
incentive for them to achieve success. Congratulations to Jenny Boyd, the recipient of our award.
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Thank you IKEA Richmond
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Photos by Maria Valley, IKEA Richmond
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Richmond Garden Club Timeline 2022
Date

Task

Apr 16

Announcement of plant sale in Vancouver Sun

Apr 16

Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden, Paulik Park, 10am to 11am

Apr 17

Dividing Plants, Paulik Park, 2pm to 3pm

Apr 22

Gearing Up for Gardening, Hamilton Community Centre, 6:30pm to 7:30pm

Apr 23

Creating a Summer Container, Paulik Park, 10am to 11am

Apr 24

Getting to Know Your Soil, Paulik Park, 2pm to 3pm

Apr 27

RGC Zoom meeting, Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, speaker, 7pm

May
May 1

Rooftop garden opens - volunteers needed

May 7

Annual Plant Sale, IKEA parking lot, 9:30am to 12:30pm - volunteers needed

May 25

RGC Zoom meeting, Jane Squire, guest speaker, 7pm

June
June 4 to 5

Doors Open Richmond

Jun 5

RGC Major Projects Tour - Steveston boardwalk, rooftop garden, Richmond
Thrift Store garden and Paulik Park - details to follow

Jun 11

Invasive Species Council of BC volunteering in Paulik Park, 9:30am-11:30am

Jun 22

RGC Zoom meeting - Lucretia Schanfarber, guest speaker, 7pm

Jun 25

RGC 65th Birthday Celebration, Paulik Park-details to follow

July
Jul 6

Gardening with Arthritis, West Richmond Community Centre, 10:30-11:30am

Jul 24

Member’s Garden Tour and Garden Party - details to follow

Jul 26

Gardening with Containers, Hamilton Community Centre, 6:30pm to 7:30pm
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